Press Release

Promoted by the Carrara Town Council, the Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Carrara and the Cassa di Risparmio di Carrara Spa, on Saturday 5 May the exhibition Pietro Tacca. Carrara, Tuscany, the Great European Courts will be opened to the public. 
The exhibition, which is comprised within the framework of the XII Biennale Internazionale di Scultura, is curated by Franca Falletti, Director of the Accademia Gallery in Florence, with the scientific collaboration of 

Elisabetta Nardinocchi, Beatrice Paolozzi Strozzi, Claudio Pizzorusso, Francesca Petrucci, Vanessa Montigiani, Eike Schmidt, Katharine Watson and Dimitri Zikos. 

The Centro Internazionale delle Arti Plastiche di Carrara, in the ancient Convent of San Francesco where the exhibition is housed, has been completely renovated for the occasion, and equipped with state-of-the-art lighting, security and air-conditioning systems.

Pietro Tacca (Carrara 1577 – Florence 1640), despite being an outstanding figure in the artistic panorama of the first half of the seventeenth century, has had no retrospective devoted to him to date, and hence this is the first exhibition devoted entirely to the artist who was born in this marble town.

The exhibition is divided into three sections, and displays approximately thirty works originating from public and private collections in Italy and abroad: drawings, crucifixes, paintings and bronzes by Tacca and by his contemporaries; these works make it possible to reconstruct the activity of the artist and the context in which he lived and worked.

Tacca trained in the workshop of Giambologna, which he inherited on the death of the master, rapidly becoming an inspired designer and creator of large monuments in bronze. Many excellent commissioners vied for his services, not only in Italy (in Tuscany, above all in the territory of Pisa, Siena and Livorno, and in other Italian regions such as Piedmont) but even more so abroad, at the European courts of France and Spain.

His most famous monuments are the Four Slaves for the monument to Ferdinando I in Livorno, the twin fountains  for Piazza Santissima Annunziata in Florence, the statues of Ferdinando I and Cosimo II for the Chapel of the Princes in Florence, the Crucifix  for El Escorial and the equestrian monuments of Philip III and Philip IV in Madrid. Tacca is also famous for the bronze Porcellino in the Mercato Nuovo in Florence.

Useful information 

Title: Pietro Tacca. Carrara, Tuscany, the Great European Courts 

Site: Carrara, Centro Internazionale delle Arti Plastiche di Carrara, former convent of San Francesco, via Canal del Rio

Duration: 5 May – 19 August 2007

Opening hours: May-June 10.30-12.30/14.30-20.30; July-August 10.30-12.30/17.00-23.00 

Ticket: full price € 5.00; reduced price € 3.00 

Catalogue: Mandragora, Florence

Info at the exhibition: tel. 0585 779681 

